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Building Attractive 

Hometowns



Community Development

Strong, progressive communities can only 

be built and sustained by the people 

who live and work there. 

Anyone coming to town to help should do 

that and only that. Help.



Nebraska is blessed with 

Abundance 

In Nebraska, 
everything we 
need is right 

where we are

In Nebraska, 
everything and 
everyone works



County-Based Transfer of Wealth  
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Asset-Based 

Community Development 

ABCD focuses on making visible the 

resources that are already in a community

ABCD organizing is the process of bringing 

people into relationships that generates 

shared meaning by taking action together 

around a shared vision.



21st Century                           

Community Development

PEOPLE ATTRACTION

Build, grow and sustain hometowns that 

are magnetic – hometowns that are 

attracting stayers, returners and 

newcomers to be in community with us.



Community Development Math

Collective Vision

+ Distributed Leadership

+ Discretionary Capital

+ Citizen Engagement
_________________________________________________ 

Magnetic Hometowns





NCF Summary – June 30, 2017

 219 affiliated funds serve 250 communities

 1,481 Affiliated Fund Leaders

 Total Assets = $130 million ($80M endowed) 
(17% annual growth for 10 years)

 307 planned gifts totaling $60 million

 39,142 contributions in last 5 years

 $129 million reinvested in                            

last 5 years





Community Endowment Building
2007 2012 2017

Community-focused funds 

building endowments 88 95 126

Endowed assets (million $) $14.3 $33.8 $66.1 

Planned gifts to grow 

endowments (million $) $20.0 $29.0 $36.4 

Endowments + 

expectancies (million $) $34.3 $62.8 $102.5 



Community Endowment Building

Endowments + Expectancies 2012 2017

$5 million + 0 3

$1 million to $4.99 million 22 30

$500,000 to $999,999 15 21

37 54



Endowment for what?
› People attraction (stayers, returners, newcomers)

› Workforce development (non-traditional scholarships)

› K-12 curriculum enhancement

› Youth engagement

› Entrepreneurship & small business development

› Early childhood development

› Leadership development

› Quality of life improvements



Community Impact





Agents of Change

“NCF is not just about raising money and 

making grants; it empowers communities 

to be agents of change by teaching 

communities to identify local assets and 

resources and take action.” 

- Bob Stowell, Ord



Newcomers



Returners



Stayers



Belonging



How do NCF’s affiliated funds 

help build stronger schools?

Some examples include:

› Early Childhood Development

› STEM and STEAM

› Local Foods in Schools

› Traditional and Non-Traditional Scholarships

› Expanded Learning Opportunities (ELOs)



Early Childhood Development



STEM and STEAM



Local Foods in Schools



Scholarships

Total Scholarships Awarded 

by NCF’s Affiliated Funds:

FY 2015 $277,783

FY 2016 $323,512

FY 2017 $324,023

$925,318



Expanded Learning Opportunities 

(ELO)


